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This resource is intended for use by stakeholders from diverse backgrounds (e.g., food systems, farm to school, 
policy) to facilitate a shared understanding of the early care and education sector and the natural opportunities 
to integrate farm to school initiatives into early care and education settings. This shared understanding can 
support enhanced connectivity between the local food and early care and education communities in order to 
advance farm to early care and education across the country. The overarching goal of this advancement is to 
enhance the quality of early care and education opportunities for all children. 

National Farm to School Network’s vision for the future of farm to early care 
and education: 

• Access to healthy, local foods, gardening opportunities and agriculture and food education is the “new 
normal” in enhancing quality in early care and education 

• All early care and education providers, regardless of geographic location, program type or socioeconomic 
status, have access to sufficient information, resources and support and are empowered to successfully 
implement farm to early care and education initiatives 

• Farm to early care and education outcomes and benefits are clearly understood as aligned with the goals 
and priorities of the early care and education community 

• A wide variety of stakeholders and sectors are engaged in collaborative efforts to expand access to healthy, 
local foods and high quality educational experiences for young children

Purpose and Scope
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Farm to Early Care and Education 101
What is farm to early care and 
education? 
Farm to early care and education (ECE) offers 
increased access to the same three core elements of 
farm to school: local food sourcing, school gardens 
and food and agriculture education, in order to 
enhance the quality of the educational experience in 
all types of ECE settings (e.g., preschools, child care 
centers, family child care homes, Head Start/Early 
Head Start, programs in K-12 school districts). 

Farm to ECE offers benefits that parallel the goals and 
priorities of the early care and education community, 
including an emphasis on experiential learning 
opportunities, parent and community engagement, 
and life-long health and wellness for children, 
families and caregivers. Like farm to school in the 
K-12 setting, farm to ECE also expands healthy food 
access for children and families, provides additional 
market opportunities for farmers and supports 
thriving communities (see Benefits of Farm to School for more information).

Why focus on early care and education settings? 
High quality ECE opportunities can have long-term, lasting benefits for children, families and communities. High quality 
ECE settings support appropriate development and may increase long term academic achievement along with improved 
physical and behavioral health.1 ECE is increasingly considered to be an important community investment, demonstrating 
economic benefits through decreased grade repetition and special education spending and increased productivity and tax 
revenue.2 

Farm to ECE is a critical strategy for key reasons that parallel the priorities of the early care and education community. 
These reasons highlight how farm to ECE activities help providers meet their goals of providing the highest quality care 
and educational experience available to the children they serve. 

• Health: The earliest years of life are formative years for developing taste preferences and healthy eating habits.3 
Farm to ECE activities like taste tests, cooking lessons and gardening offer repeated exposures to new, healthy 
foods, promoting lifelong healthy food preferences and eating patterns, and decreasing the risk for obesity in 
childhood and beyond.4–9 

• Family and community engagement: Parental involvement tends to be strongest during the early childhood 
years. Gardening and food-related activities appeal to families and create more opportunities for meaningful family 
engagement. Young children take home the excitement of learning about new foods and act as a catalyst for change, 
influencing parent and family food choices.8,10 Additionally, farm to ECE benefits the entire community. Purchasing 
local products creates market opportunities for family farmers and bolsters local and regional food systems, while 
food-based learning educates teachers and providers about healthy habits and their local food system.11,12

• Experiential education: The experiential learning opportunities associated with farm to ECE enhance the learning 
environment, can help achieve early learning standards and support appropriate cognitive, emotional, social and 
physical development, important priorities for children, parents and providers.13 
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Figure 1: Core Elements of Farm to School

http://www.farmtoschool.org/resources-main/the-benefits-of-farm-to-school


Early care and education program structure14 
Early care and education programs are structured in a wide variety of ways. Very broadly, there are two types of early care 
settings: family child care homes and child care centers. 
• Family child care is home-based care that is provided for pay in the private family home of the caregiver. 
• Child care centers provide care in centers that vary in terms of size and structure of operations. Settings may be 

privately or publically funded, operate as for- or non-profits and may or may not operate in partnership with a K-12 
school district. A few of the most common categories of child care centers include: 
• Head Start is a federally funded program administered by 

state or local grantees aimed at providing high quality early 
learning opportunities to low-income children and families.15 
Head Start includes other specialized programs such as 
Migrant and Seasonal Head Start and American Indian and 
Alaskan Native Head Start. 

• Preschools or child care in a K-12 district may be funded 
by local district funds from federal or state Departments of 
Education, city/district general funds and/or Title I funds. 
(Title I funds are federal funds provided to school districts to 
support high quality education for children from low-income 
families.) 

• State preschool programs can be found in 42 states and 
Washington, D.C. and are funded through the state. These 
programs may be administered through other entities 
(including Head Start or K-12 districts). The number of 
children reached and income guidelines for participation vary from state to state.16 

• Private preschool or child care is paid for by parents, not public funds. These may include the larger for-profit 
chains, such as KinderCare and La Petite Academy, as well as smaller, independently owned programs. 

Farm to ECE activities can be incorporated into any ECE setting; however, the varied regulatory environment, educational 
standards, hours of operation and meal programs may impact which and to what extent farm to ECE activities are 
implemented.

Early care and education licensing and standards: 
Early care and education programs are governed by a variety of required and voluntary regulations and standards that differ 
widely from state to state: 
• Licensing: Each state establishes standards for regulating ECE settings. Licensed ECE sites (which can include both 

centers and family child care homes) must meet minimum standards of care and undergo regular monitoring from the 
state agency.*

• Early Learning Standards and Guidelines: All 50 states, Washington D.C. and U.S. Territories have developed early 
learning guidelines. These guidelines outline developmental milestones for children from birth to age five and describe 
what children should know and be able to do at certain ages.17 Head Start also has its own established set of early 
learning standards.18

• Program Standards: The Head Start Program Performance Standards are designed to clarify programmatic expectations 
and provide regulatory guidance to ensure all Head Start programs provide high-quality early learning opportunities.19 
These standards are mandatory for all Head Start programs. The National Association for the Education of Young 
Children (NAEYC) also has a set of program standards which is used to assess programs for NAEYC accreditation.20

• Quality Rating and Improvement System (QRIS): QRIS is an integrative system aimed at improving the quality of ECE 
by establishing quality standards for providers, monitoring and creating accountability in meeting those standards, and 
providing support and assistance in improving quality of care.21 Most QRIS utilize a point or star rating system to assess 
quality.*  

*See Appendix II for agencies and contact information for your state
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Meal programs in early care and education 
settings
Meal programs vary widely in early care and education 
settings. Some sites serve three full meals plus snacks, 
while others might serve only snacks or no food at all. 
The federal equivalent to the National School Lunch 
Program (NSLP) for ECE settings is the Child and Adult 
Care Food Program (CACFP).22 Like NSLP, CACFP is a federal 
reimbursement for meals and snacks and is administered 
by state agencies. CACFP is available to child care centers 
and to family child care providers, however, CACFP is not 
as widely adopted by ECE settings as NSLP is by school 
districts. Find information about the agency that operates 
CACFP in your state in “Appendix II: State ECE Contact 
Information” or at the USDA State Agency cite.

In many cases, ECE settings (especially small child care 
centers and family child care homes) work with a Sponsoring Organization that administers CACFP, as opposed to 
working directly with a state agency (see figure titled, “CACFP Structure”). In addition to providing administrative and 
program management support, CACFP sponsoring organizations provide technical assistance and training. Find CACFP 
sponsors in your state here: Find a CACFP Sponsor. 

Purchasing local, minimally processed foods can help providers meet CACFP meal pattern and nutrition standards with 
diverse fruits and vegetables, whole grains and lower sugar food options. Serving local and seasonal foods is identified 
as a best practice in USDA’s “Child and Adult Care Food Program Meal Pattern Revision: Best Practices.”23

Know the differences: K-12 and early care and education settings
There are a few important distinctions between K-12 and ECE settings that may help inform approaches to expanding 
farm to ECE:
• Meal programs: Nearly all K-12 school districts participate in NSLP, whereas ECE meal programs vary widely in terms of CACFP 

participation. ECE sites generally do not offer a la carte choices or multiple meal options and are more likely to serve family-style 
meals, which provide more time for children to eat and more opportunities for adults to model and nurture good eating habits.24

• Local food procurement: While many K-12 school districts purchase most of their foods from broadline distributors, 
ECE sites may purchase foods from a wider variety of sources, including the grocery store, farmers’ market or direct from 
farmers, a food hub or a broadline distributor, depending on the size of the program.25 ECE programs tend to purchase at 
smaller volumes, which can be a good fit for farmers who may not have enough volume to work with a school district. 
However, smaller purchases can contribute to logistical challenges and make it difficult to access volume discounts 
that may be available to larger school districts. The need for smaller quantities may also better allow ECE sites to grow 
sufficient amounts of produce on-site to use in meal programs. 

• Class size: ECE programs tend to have smaller numbers of children which can provide greater flexibility. However, 
inconsistent attendance numbers can make it difficult to purchase correct quantitates of fresh food without waste. 

• Schedule: ECE sites are more likely than K-12 school districts to remain in operation in the summer months, making 
it easier to highlight a wide variety of local foods when they are in season. ECE sites are more likely to have varied 
schedules (child care might be for only a few hours or it might be half or full days) which may limit some activities.

• Curriculum: Experiential and play-based education – grounded in applicable state and/or national early learning 
standards – is emphasized in early education programming.26 Farm to ECE education activities such as gardening, 
cooking and taste tests meet many cognitive, emotional, social and physical learning objectives for young children.27

• Family involvement: Parental involvement tends to be strongest during the early childhood years, which can be a 
substantial asset for farm to ECE programming, creating opportunities for family involvement in the classroom and 
promoting a greater impact on eating habits and health behaviors at home. Additionally, this can prepare parents to 
expect and support farm to school programming in the K-12 years. 
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Figure 2: CACFP Structure

Source: United States Department of Agriculture, Food and Nutrition Services. 2016.

http://www.cacfp.org/resources/tools-providers-centers/find-a-cacfp-sponsor/
https://www.fns.usda.gov/cacfp/meals-and-snacks


Getting started in farm to early care and education
Where do I start?
Use these getting started tips to build the knowledge and connections needed to get involved in farm to ECE:
• Review NFSN resources: See “Important resources” for an inclusive list of getting started information and visit the 

NFSN Resource Database. 
• Stay connected with NFSN: Become a member of NFSN to receive our newsletter and updates and join the Farm2ECE 

Listserv to stay connected. 
• Connect with NFSN staff: NFSN staff may be able to connect you to existing activity in your state and facilitate 

connections to local ECE organizations. Find contact information here. 
• Introduce your existing contacts from multiple sectors to the idea of farm to ECE: Ask these contacts: What’s 

already happening in this area? Where are the leverage points and areas of overlap?
• Learn from the field: Find one ECE site or provider who can mentor you and answer your questions, perhaps in 

exchange for help finding local farmers or starting an edible garden. 
• Include early care providers and agencies in your current farm to school activities or food systems network: 

Invite them to join farm to school networks, listservs and events in your state or region. 
• Be flexible: This document serves as a starting point, but like farm to school in K-12, the nature of this work is such 

that there is no one-size-fits-all model. You will have to do some additional research into programs in your home 
state and adapt your plans to meet your community’s needs.

Connecting with providers 
There are a wide variety of agencies that either directly operate or provide support and technical assistance to ECE 
providers. The following agencies can help you connect with providers directly. Ask them for recommendations for providers 
or groups in your state that might be interested in farm to ECE:
• Head Start, Early Head Start, Migrant and Seasonal Head Start, American Indian and Alaska Native Head Start

• Find Head Start/Early Head Start Programs
• Find Migrant and Seasonal Head Start Programs
• Learn more about American Indian and Alaska Native Head Start

• National and regional early care and education businesses and organizations (e.g., YMCA, KinderCare)
• Your state’s Child Care Resource & Referral (CCR&R) network. Available at childcareaware.org
• K-12 school districts, many of which operate child care programs or preschool classrooms
• The National CACFP Sponsors Association
• The National Association of Family Child Care (NAFCC)  
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Connecting with state level stakeholders (See Appendix II)
Connect with state level agencies and organizations to explore partnership and collaboration opportunities as well as to 
identify key individuals who might be interested in farm to ECE efforts. 
• State Agencies: The state agencies involved with various ECE initiatives vary from state to state.* Start by 

connecting with state agencies that house: 
• CACFP
• Early childhood programs
• State preschool programs (if applicable)
• The Head Start State Collaboration Office
• ECE licensing agencies 
• And departments whose work is relevant to farm to school (e.g., departments of agriculture, education, health). 

*See Appendix II for agencies and contact information for your state 
• Advocacy and Professional Associations:

• Affiliates of the National Association for the Education of Young Children (NAEYC)
• State Head Start Associations

• Your governor, who may have an Office of Early Learning or other similar initiative related to child education, 
wellness or nutrition.

• Universities and community colleges with child development, nutrition, public health, food systems or related 
fields may have professors or students with interest in farm to ECE. These contacts can be good partners when 
seeking funding or intern/volunteer support for research or programming. 

• Funders in your state or region that are focused on ECE might have good connections, resources and suggestions.
• NFSN Core and Supporting Partners and USDA contacts can point you towards current activity and key stakeholders 

in your state and region.

NFSN Farm to Early Care and Education Landing Page

NFSN’s Fact Sheets: 

Getting Started with Farm to Early Care and 
Education

Local Procurement for Child Care Centers

Local Purchasing for Family Child Care Homes

Farmtopreschool.org, maintained by the Urban and 
Environmental Policy Institute (UEPI) at Occidental 
College 

USDA Farm to Preschool Website and Fact Sheet

Growing Farm to Preschool in Your State: A How-To 
Guide, from Ecotrust

Farm to Early Childhood Programs: A Step by Step Guide, 
from MSU Center for Regional Food Systems

Visit NFSN’s Resource Database and search by 
“Preschool/Early Care” for wide variety of curricula, 
gardening guides, procurement information and other 
farm to ECE resources
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Fundraising for farm to early care and education 
Funding opportunities for farm to ECE may be found through farm to school and food systems focused funding streams or 
ECE specific sources.
• Include ECE providers and agencies in funding proposals for food focused conferences, listservs, meetings or trainings. 
• Consider grants from private foundations interested in ECE, relevant government grants (e.g., USDA Team Nutrition 

grants, SNAP-Ed funding, USDA Farm to School Grants) and partnerships with state agencies (especially departments of 
education, agriculture and public health). 

• Partner with an ECE agency in your state to conduct collaborative fundraising for a shared project or to identify ECE 
specific funding opportunities (including quality improvement or technical assistance grants).

What if farm to ECE does not fit within my scope of work?
Farm to early care and education can have a direct, positive impact on K-12 farm to school programs. Engaging children in 
eating healthy, local foods, gardening opportunities and agriculture and food education at an early age lays the groundwork 
for both successful farm to school programming at the K-12 level and for a lifetime of healthy habits.

If you work in farm to school or food systems, start by reviewing your scope explicitly with an eye to early childhood 
programs. Often, farm to school programs not only encompass ECE, but also can be greatly enhanced by the inclusion. 
If your scope is outside of ECE, there is abundant opportunity to connect with ECE stakeholders who would be able to 
partner and support farm to ECE efforts (see Appendix II). 

https://aspe.hhs.gov/report/child
http://www.jstor.org/stable/1602366
http://www.jstor.org/stable/1602366
https://www.nap.edu/read/13124/chapter
https://www.nap.edu/read/13124/chapter
http://10.1146/annurev.nutr
http://10.1016/j.jada
http://10.1016/j.jand
http://www.upstreampublichealth.org/sites/default/files/F2SHIA_FINALlow-res_0.pdf
http://www.upstreampublichealth.org/sites/default/files/F2SHIA_FINALlow-res_0.pdf
http://childcareaware.org/providers/opening-a-new-child-care-program/types
http://childcareaware.org/providers/opening-a-new-child-care-program/types
https://eclkc.ohs.acf.hhs.gov/hslc/hs
http://nieer.org/state-preschool-yearbooks/the
http://nieer.org/state-preschool-yearbooks/the
https://childcareta.acf.hhs.gov/sites/default/files/public/state_elgs_web_final_2.pdf
https://eclkc.ohs.acf.hhs.gov/hslc/hs/sr/approach/pdf/ohs-framework.pdf
http://www.naeyc.org/academy/files/academy/file/AllCriteriaDocument.pdf
http://www.naeyc.org/academy/files/academy/file/AllCriteriaDocument.pdf
http://qrisnetwork.org/glossary
https://www.fns.usda.gov/cacfp/child
https://www.fns.usda.gov/sites/default/files/cacfp/CACFP_factBP.pdf
https://www.fns.usda.gov/sites/default/files/cacfp/CACFP_factBP.pdf
https://www.fns.usda.gov/sites/default/files/sfsp/SMT-FamilyStyleMeals.pdf
https://www.fns.usda.gov/sites/default/files/sfsp/SMT-FamilyStyleMeals.pdf
http://growing-minds.org/documents/reach-for-the-stars.pdf
http://growing-minds.org/documents/reach-for-the-stars.pdf


State
Child and Adult 

Care Food Program 
(CACFP) Agency

State Pre-K Head Start 
Collaboration

Quality 
Rating and 

Improvement 
System (QRIS) 
Implementing 

Agency

Child Care Licensing 
Agency

Alabama DOE DO Children’s Affairs 
(Office of School 
Readiness)

DOECE DO Human 
Resources

DO Human Resources, 
Child Care Services 
Division

Alaska DOE & Early 
Development

DOE & Early 
Development

DOE & Early 
Development

Thread Alaska – 
CCR&R

DOH

American Samoa NA NA NA DOSS DOSS

Arizona DOE DOE DOE First Things First DOE

Arkansas DOHS DOH, DOE DOHS DOHS, Div. of 
Child Care & ECE

DOHS, Div. of Child Care 
& ECE

California DOE DOE DOE DOE DOSS

Colorado DOH & Environment DOE DOHS, Office of Early 
Childhood

DOHS, Office of 
Early Childhood

DOHS, Office of Early 
Childhood

Connecticut DOE DOE DOE Office of ECE Office of ECE

Delaware DOE DOE DOE DO Human 
Development & 
Family Studies/
DOE

DOC&F

D.C. OSSE OSSE OSSE OSSE OSSE

Florida DOH Office of Early 
Learning, DOE & DO 
C&F

Office of ECE Early Learning 
Coalitions (County 
Specific)

DOC&F

Georgia DO Early Care & 
Learning

DO Early Care & 
Learning

DO Early Care & 
Learning

DO Early Care & 
Learning

DO Early Care & Learning

Guam DOE NA NA DOH & SS DOH & SS

Hawaii DOE Executive Office of 
Early Learning

DOHS DOHS DOHS

Idaho DOE NA DOH & Welfare IdahoAEYC DOH & Welfare

Illinois State Board of Educ. State Board of Educ. DOHS DOHS/Board of 
Educ.

DOC&F

Indiana DOE Office of Educ. 
Innovation

Family & Social 
Services Admin.

Family & Social 
Services Admin.

Family & Social Services 
Admin.

Iowa DOE DOE DOE DOHS DOHS

Kansas DOE DOE DO Children & Families Child Care Aware 
of KS 

DOH & Environment

Kentucky DOE DOE Gov’s Office (Office of 
Early Childhood)

DO Community 
Based Services

DOH (Cabinet
for Health &
Family Services)

Louisiana DOE DOE DOE DO C&F DOE

Maine DOH & HS DOE DOH & HS DOH & HS DOH & HS

Maryland DOE DOE DOE, Div. Early 
Childhood 
Development

DOE, Div. Early 
Childhood 
Development

DOE, Div. Early Childhood 
Development

DO = Department of 

E= Education 

A=Agriculture 

H=Health

HS=Human Services 

SS = Social Services 

ECE = Early Childhood/ Early 
Care and Education 

OSSE= Office of State 
Superintendent of Education 

C&F = Children and Family 

PI = Public Instruction

Appendix II – State Early Care and Education Agencies and Contacts
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Abbreviation Key: 

http://www.alsde.edu/
http://children.alabama.gov/first-class/
http://children.alabama.gov/first-class/
http://children.alabama.gov/first-class/
http://www.dca.children.alabama.gov/
http://www.alabamaqualitystars.org/
http://www.alabamaqualitystars.org/
http://dhr.alabama.gov/services/Child_Care_Services/Licensing_Overview.aspx
http://dhr.alabama.gov/services/Child_Care_Services/Licensing_Overview.aspx
http://dhr.alabama.gov/services/Child_Care_Services/Licensing_Overview.aspx
http://www.eed.state.ak.us/tls/cnp/
http://www.eed.state.ak.us/tls/cnp/
http://children.alabama.gov/first-class/
http://children.alabama.gov/first-class/
http://children.alabama.gov/first-class/
http://children.alabama.gov/first-class/
http://www.aklearnandgrow.org
http://www.aklearnandgrow.org
http://dhss.alaska.gov/dpa/Pages/ccare/default.aspx
http://dhss.as/who.html
http://www.azed.gov/health-nutrition/
http://www.azed.gov/early-childhood/
https://eclkc.ohs.acf.hhs.gov/hslc/states/collaboration/map/az.html
http://qualityfirstaz.com/
http://www.azdhs.gov/als/childcare/
https://dhs.arkansas.gov/dccece/snp/SNPWelcomeM.aspx?ReturnUrl=%2fdccece%2fsnp%2f 
http://humanservices.arkansas.gov/dccece/Pages/ArkansasBetterChance.aspx
http://www.arheadstart.org/
http://www.arbetterbeginnings.com/
http://www.arbetterbeginnings.com/
http://www.arkansas.gov/childcare/licensing/index.html
http://www.arkansas.gov/childcare/licensing/index.html
http://www.cde.ca.gov/fg/aa/nt/
http://www.cde.ca.gov/sp/cd/op/cdprograms.asp
http://www.cde.ca.gov/sp/cd/re/chssco.asp
http://www.cde.ca.gov/sp/cd/rt/
http://www.ccld.ca.gov/PG411.htm
https://www.colorado.gov/cdphe/cacfp
http://www.cde.state.co.us/cpp/
http://www.officeofearlychildhood.com/
http://www.officeofearlychildhood.com/
http://coloradoshines.force.com/ColoradoShines
http://coloradoshines.force.com/ColoradoShines
http://www.coloradoofficeofearlychildhood.com/
http://www.coloradoofficeofearlychildhood.com/
http://www.sde.ct.gov/sde/site/default.asp
http://www.sde.ct.gov/sde/cwp/view.asp?a=2678&Q=320780
http://www.sde.ct.gov/sde/cwp/view.asp?a=2678&Q=320780
http://qispublic.211ct.org/
http://www.ct.gov/oec/cwp/view.asp?a=4542&q=544636
http://www.doe.k12.de.us/Page/2779
http://www.doe.k12.de.us/Page/2979
http://www.doe.k12.de.us/Page/558
http://www.delawarestars.udel.edu
http://www.delawarestars.udel.edu
http://www.delawarestars.udel.edu
http://www.delawarestars.udel.edu
http://kids.delaware.gov/occl/occl.shtml
http://osse.dc.gov/service/child-and-adult-care-food-program-cacfp
http://www.osse.dc.gov/
http://www.osse.dc.gov/
http://www.osse.dc.gov/
http://osse.dc.gov/service/early-learning
http://www.floridahealth.gov/programs-and-services/childrens-health/child-care-food-program/index.html
http://www.floridaearlylearning.com/
http://www.floridaearlylearning.com/
http://www.floridaearlylearning.com/
http://www.floridaheadstart.org/
http://www.myflfamilies.com/service-programs/child-care/licensing-information
http://families.decal.ga.gov/MealPrograms/CACFP
http://families.decal.ga.gov/MealPrograms/CACFP
http://www.decal.ga.gov/
http://www.decal.ga.gov/
http://www.decal.ga.gov/
http://www.decal.ga.gov/
http://qualityrated.org/
http://qualityrated.org/
http://decal.ga.gov/ChildCareServices/ChildCareServicesMain.aspx
http://www.guamkids.org
http://dphss.guam.gov/
http://hcnp.hawaii.gov/overview/cacfp/
http://earlylearning.hawaii.gov/doe-eoel-prekindergarten-program/
http://earlylearning.hawaii.gov/doe-eoel-prekindergarten-program/
http://www.earlylearning.hawaii.gov/
http://humanservices.hawaii.gov/bessd/child-care-program/qris/
http://humanservices.hawaii.gov/bessd/child-care-program/child-care-licensing/
http://www.sde.idaho.gov/cnp/cacfp/
http://www.earlychildhood.dhw.idaho.gov/
http://idahostars.org/?q=steps-to-quality
http://healthandwelfare.idaho.gov/Children/ChildCareAssistance/DaycareLicensing.aspx
https://www.isbe.net/Pages/Nutrition-and-Wellness.aspx
https://www.illinois.gov/gov/OECD/Pages/default.aspx
http://www.dhs.state.il.us/; http://www.ilheadstart.org/
http://www.excelerateillinois.com/
http://www.excelerateillinois.com/
https://sunshine.dcfs.illinois.gov/Content/Licensing/Welcome.aspx
http://www.doe.in.gov/nutrition
http://oei.indy.gov/early-childhood-education-3/
http://oei.indy.gov/early-childhood-education-3/
http://www.in.gov/fssa/dfr/2679.htm
http://www.in.gov/fssa/dfr/2679.htm
http://childcareindiana.org/
http://childcareindiana.org/
http://www.in.gov/fssa/2552.htm
http://www.in.gov/fssa/2552.htm
https://www.educateiowa.gov/pk-12/nutrition-programs/child-adult-care-food-programs
https://www.educateiowa.gov/pk-12/early-childhood/statewide-voluntary-preschool-program-four-year-old-children
http://https//www.educateiowa.gov/pk-12/early-childhood/head-start-state-collaboration-office
http://www.dhs.state.ia.us/iqrs/
http://dhs.iowa.gov/licensure-and-registration
http://www.kn-eat.org/CNW/CNW_Menus/index.htm 
http://www.ksde.org/Agency/Division-of-Learning-Services/Early-Childhood-Special-Education-and-Title-Services/Early-Childhood/Kansas-Preschool-Program
http://www.dcf.kansas.org/ISD/ees/childcare_hs_coll.htm
http://www.childstart.org/ccrr/kqris.html
http://www.childstart.org/ccrr/kqris.html
http://www.kdheks.gov/bcclr/
http://education.ky.gov/federal/SCN/Pages/SchoolAndCommunityNutrition.aspx
http://education.ky.gov/curriculum/conpro/prim-pre/Pages/default.aspx
http://www.dcf.kansas.org/ISD/ees/childcare_hs_coll.htm
http://www.dcf.kansas.org/ISD/ees/childcare_hs_coll.htm
http://chfs.ky.gov/dcbs/dcc/stars/default.htm
http://chfs.ky.gov/dcbs/dcc/stars/default.htm
http://chfs.ky.gov/os/oig/drcc.htm
http://chfs.ky.gov/os/oig/drcc.htm
http://chfs.ky.gov/os/oig/drcc.htm
https://wwwcfprd.doa.louisiana.gov/LaServices/PublicPages/ServiceDetail.cfm?service_id=3296
http://www.louisianabelieves.com/early-childhood/early-childhood-programs
http://www.louisianaheadstart.org/
http://www.qrslouisiana.org/
http://www.louisianabelieves.com/early-childhood/child-care-and-development-fund-licensing
http://maine.gov/dhhs/ocfs/ec/occhs/foodpgm.htm
http://www.maine.gov/doe/publicpreschool/
http://umaine.edu/ccids-mhssco/
http://www.maine.gov/dhhs/ocfs/ec/occhs/qualityforme.htm
http://www.maine.gov/dhhs/ocfs/ec/occhs/licensing.htm
http://marylandpublicschools.org/programs/pages/school-community-nutrition/index.aspx
http://marylandpublicschools.org/programs/Pages/Early-Childhood-Education/index.aspx
http://www.marylandpublicschools.org/MSDE/divisions/child_care/
http://www.marylandpublicschools.org/MSDE/divisions/child_care/
http://www.marylandpublicschools.org/MSDE/divisions/child_care/
http://www.marylandexcels.org/
http://www.marylandexcels.org/
http://www.marylandexcels.org/
http://earlychildhood.marylandpublicschools.org/child-care-providers/licensing
http://earlychildhood.marylandpublicschools.org/child-care-providers/licensing


State
Child and Adult 

Care Food Program 
(CACFP) Agency

State Pre-K Head Start 
Collaboration

Quality 
Rating and 

Improvement 
System (QRIS) 
Implementing 

Agency

Child Care Licensing 
Agency

Massachusetts DOE DOECE DOECE DOECE DOECE

Michigan DOE Office of Great Start, 
DOE

Office of Great Start, 
DOE

Early Childhood 
Investment Corp.

DOECE

Minnesota DOE DOE DOE DOHS DOHS

Mississippi DOE DOE Office of the Governor Early Childhood 
Institute – Miss. 
State University

DOH

Missouri DOH & SS DOE Center for Family 
Policy & Research, 
Dep’t of Elementary & 
Secondary Educ.

NA DOH & SS

Montana DOH & HS, Early 
Childhood Services 
Bureau

DOE DOH & HS, Early 
Childhood Services 
Bureau

DOH & HS, 
Early Childhood 
Services Bureau

DOH & HS, Early 
Childhood Services Bureau

Nebraska DOE DOE DOE DOE/ DOH & HS DOH & HS

Nevada DOA DOE DOE Div. of Welfare 
and Supportive 
Services

Div. of Public Behavioral 
Health

New Hampshire DOE NA DOH & HS DOH & HS DOH & HS

New Jersey DOA DOE DOE Inter Dep’t Group DOC&F

New Mexico DOC&F DOC&F DOC&F DOC&F DOC&F

New York DOH & HS DOE Council of Children and 
Families

Early Childhood 
Advisory Council

Office of Children & 
Family Services

North Carolina DOH & HS DOH & HS, Div. of Child 
Development & Early 
Educ.

DOE, Office of Early 
Learning

DOH & HS, 
Div. of Child 
Development & 
Early Educ.

DOH & HS, Div. of Child 
Development & Early 
Educ.

North Dakota DOE NA DOE DOHS DOHS

Northern Mariana 
Islands

NA NA NA DO Community & 
Cultural Affairs

DO Community & Cultural 
Affairs

Ohio DOE DOE DOE DO Job & Family 
Services, Office 
for Children & 
Families

DO Job & Family Services, 
Office for Children & 
Families

Oklahoma DOE DOE Oklahoma Assoc. of 
Community Action 
Agencies

DOHS DOHS

Oregon DOE DOE DOE, Early Learning 
Division

DOE, Early 
Learning Division

DOE, Early Learning 
Division

Pennsylvania DOE DOE DOE DOHS, Office 
of Child 
Development & 
Early Learning

DOHS, Office of Child 
Development & Early 
Learning

Puerto Rico Puerto Rico Child 
Nutrition Program

NA Office of the Governor Admin. of Integral 
Child

Admin. of C&F

Rhode Island DOE DOE DOHS Rhode Island 
AEYC

DOC&F

South Carolina DOSS DOE and South Carolina 
First Steps

DOSS, Div. of ECE DOSS, Div. of ECE DOSS, Div. of ECE

South Dakota DOE NA DOE DOSS DOSS
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http://www.doe.mass.edu/cnp/nprograms/
http://www.mass.gov/edu/birth-grade-12/early-education-and-care/provider-and-program-administration/universal-pre-kindergarten-program/
http://www.eec.state.ma.us/
http://www.mass.gov/edu/birth-grade-12/early-education-and-care/provider-and-program-administration/quality-rating-and-improvement-system-qris.html
http://www.mass.gov/edu/government/departments-and-boards/department-of-early-education-and-care/
http://www.michigan.gov/mde/0,4615,7-140-66254_25656---,00.html

http://www.michigan.gov/som/0,4669,7-192-29939_32385_36693---,00.html
http://www.michigan.gov/som/0,4669,7-192-29939_32385_36693---,00.html
https://eclkc.ohs.acf.hhs.gov/hslc/states/collaboration/map/mi.html
https://eclkc.ohs.acf.hhs.gov/hslc/states/collaboration/map/mi.html
http://www.greatstarttoquality.org/
http://www.greatstarttoquality.org/
http://www.mass.gov/edu/government/departments-and-boards/department-of-early-education-and-care/
http://education.state.mn.us/MDE/dse/fns/
http://education.state.mn.us/MDE/dse/early/vpk/
http://education.state.mn.us/MDE/fam/elsprog/start/index.htm
http://parentaware.org/
http://www.dhs.state.mn.us/main/idcplg?IdcService=GET_DYNAMIC_CONVERSION&RevisionSelectionMethod=LatestReleased&dDocName=id_057547
http://www.mde.k12.ms.us/ocn
http://www.mde.k12.ms.us/ESE/EC
https://eclkc.ohs.acf.hhs.gov/hslc/states/collaboration/map/ms.html
http://earlychildhood.msstate.edu/programs/qualitystars/
http://earlychildhood.msstate.edu/programs/qualitystars/
http://earlychildhood.msstate.edu/programs/qualitystars/
http://www.msdh.state.ms.us/msdhsite/index.cfm/30,332,183,438,html
http://health.mo.gov/living/wellness/nutrition/foodprograms/cacfp/index.php
https://dese.mo.gov/quality-schools/early-learning/missouri-preschool-program
http://www.moheadstart.org/
http://www.moheadstart.org/
http://www.moheadstart.org/
http://www.moheadstart.org/
http://NA
http://health.mo.gov/safety/childcare/index.php
http://www.dphhs.mt.gov/hcsd/
http://www.dphhs.mt.gov/hcsd/
http://www.dphhs.mt.gov/hcsd/
http://www.opi.mt.gov/Curriculum/EarlyChildhood/Index.html
http://www.bestbeginnings.mt.gov/
http://www.bestbeginnings.mt.gov/
http://www.bestbeginnings.mt.gov/
http://www.dphhs.mt.gov/hcsd/ChildCare/STARS.aspx
http://www.dphhs.mt.gov/hcsd/ChildCare/STARS.aspx
http://www.dphhs.mt.gov/hcsd/ChildCare/STARS.aspx
http://dphhs.mt.gov/qad/Licensure/LBCCL
http://dphhs.mt.gov/qad/Licensure/LBCCL
https://www.education.ne.gov/NS/index.html
https://www.education.ne.gov/OEC/elg.html
http://www.nde.state.ne.us/ech/HSSCO.html
http://www.education.ne.gov/StepUpToQuality/index.html
http://dhhs.ne.gov/publichealth/pages/crlChildCareLicensingIndex.aspx
http://nutrition.nv.gov/
http://www.doe.nv.gov/Early_Learning_Development/State_PreK/
http://www.nde.state.ne.us/ech/HSSCO.html
http://www.nvsilverstatestars.org/
http://www.nvsilverstatestars.org/
http://www.nvsilverstatestars.org/
http://dpbh.nv.gov/Reg/ChildCare/Child_Care_Licensing_-_Home/
http://dpbh.nv.gov/Reg/ChildCare/Child_Care_Licensing_-_Home/
http://www.education.nh.gov/program/nutrition/index.htm
http://www.dhhs.nh.gov/dcyf/headstart/index.htm
http://DOH & HS
http://www.dhhs.state.nh.us/dcyf/licensedplus/index.htm
http://www.dhhs.nh.gov/oos/cclu/index.htm
http://www.state.nj.us/agriculture/divisions/fn/
http://www.nj.gov/education/ece/
http://www.dhhs.nh.gov/dcyf/headstart/index.htm
http://www.GrowNJKids.com
http://nj.gov/dcf/providers/licensing/
https://cyfd.org/family-nutrition
https://www.newmexicoprek.org/
http://www.newmexicokids.org/
https://www.newmexicokids.org/content/caregivers_and_educators/focus/
http://cyfd.org/child-care-services
http://www.health.ny.gov/prevention/nutrition/cacfp/
http://schools.nyc.gov/ChoicesEnrollment/PreK/default.htm
http://www.ccf.state.ny.us/Initiatives/HeadStartHome.htm
http://www.ccf.state.ny.us/Initiatives/HeadStartHome.htm
http://www.qualitystarsny.org/
http://www.qualitystarsny.org/
http://ocfs.ny.gov/main/childcare/daycare_regulations.asp
http://ocfs.ny.gov/main/childcare/daycare_regulations.asp
http://www.nutritionnc.com/snp/index.htm
http://ncchildcare.dhhs.state.nc.us/general/mb_ncprek.asp
http://ncchildcare.dhhs.state.nc.us/general/mb_ncprek.asp
http://ncchildcare.dhhs.state.nc.us/general/mb_ncprek.asp
http://www.ncpublicschools.org/earlylearning/hssco/
http://www.ncpublicschools.org/earlylearning/hssco/
http://ncchildcare.nc.gov/general/home.asp
http://ncchildcare.nc.gov/general/home.asp
http://ncchildcare.nc.gov/general/home.asp
http://ncchildcare.nc.gov/general/home.asp
http://ncchildcare.dhhs.state.nc.us/general/home.asp
http://ncchildcare.dhhs.state.nc.us/general/home.asp
http://ncchildcare.dhhs.state.nc.us/general/home.asp
http://www.dpi.state.nd.us/child/programs.shtm
http://https//www.nd.gov/dpi/SchoolStaff/ECE/
http://https//www.nd.gov/dpi/SchoolStaff/ECE/
http://www.nd.gov/dhs/services/childcare/info/
http://NA
http://NA
http://DO Community & Cultural Affairs
http://DO Community & Cultural Affairs
http://www.cnmicclp.org
http://www.cnmicclp.org
http://education.ohio.gov/Topics/Other-Resources/Food-and-Nutrition/Office-of-Food-and-Nutrition-Overview
http://ohio.gov/education/pre-k/
http://www.education.ohio.gov
http://www.earlychildhoodohio.org/sutq.php
http://www.earlychildhoodohio.org/sutq.php
http://www.earlychildhoodohio.org/sutq.php
http://www.earlychildhoodohio.org/sutq.php
http://jfs.ohio.gov/cdc/childcare.stm
http://jfs.ohio.gov/cdc/childcare.stm
http://jfs.ohio.gov/cdc/childcare.stm
http://sde.ok.gov/sde/child-nutrition-programs
http://sde.ok.gov/sde/early-childhood-and-family-education\
http://www.okacaa.org/
http://www.okacaa.org/
http://www.okacaa.org/
http://www.okdhs.org/Pages/default.aspx
http://www.okdhs.org/services/cc/Pages/ChildCareLicensingHome.aspx
http://www.oregon.gov/ode/students-and-family/childnutrition/Pages/default.aspx
http://www.oregon.gov/ode/students-and-family/FullDayK/Pages/default.aspx
http://www.oregonearlylearning.com/
http://www.oregonearlylearning.com/
http://www.oregonqris.org
http://www.oregonqris.org
http://www.oregon.gov/OCC/Pages/index.aspx
http://www.oregon.gov/OCC/Pages/index.aspx
http://www.education.pa.gov/Teachers - Administrators/Food-Nutrition/Pages/default.aspx - tab-1
http://www.education.pa.gov/Early Learning/OCDEL Preschool Programs/Pages/default.aspx - tab-1
http://www.pakeys.org/
http://www.pakeys.org/pages/get.aspx?page=Programs_STARS
http://www.pakeys.org/pages/get.aspx?page=Programs_STARS
http://www.pakeys.org/pages/get.aspx?page=Programs_STARS
http://www.pakeys.org/pages/get.aspx?page=Programs_STARS
http://www.dhs.pa.gov/citizens/childcareearlylearning/index.htm
http://www.dhs.pa.gov/citizens/childcareearlylearning/index.htm
http://www.dhs.pa.gov/citizens/childcareearlylearning/index.htm
http://Puerto Rico Child Nutrition Program
http://Puerto Rico Child Nutrition Program
http://NA
http://Office of the Governor
http://www.consejodelaninez.pr/html/proyecto_pasitos.shtml
http://www.consejodelaninez.pr/html/proyecto_pasitos.shtml
http://www2.pr.gov/Directorios/Pages/InfoAgencia.aspx?PRIFA=123
http://www.ride.ri.gov/cnp/NutritionPrograms/NutritionProgramsOverview.aspx
http://www.ride.ri.gov/InstructionAssessment/EarlyChildhoodEducation/Programs.aspx
http://www.dhs.ri.gov/
http://www.brightstars.org/
http://www.brightstars.org/
http://www.dcyf.ri.gov/licensing.php
http://www.scchildcare.org/departments/child-and-adult-care-food-program.aspx
http://scfirststeps.com/
http://scfirststeps.com/
http://www.sc-headstart.org/
http://www.scchildcare.org
http://www.scchildcare.org/departments/child-care-licensing.aspx
http://www.doe.sd.gov/cans/cacfp.aspx
http://NA
http://doe.sd.gov/oess/headstart.asp
http://dss.sd.gov/childcare/licensing/


State
Child and Adult 

Care Food Program 
(CACFP) Agency

State Pre-K Head Start 
Collaboration

Quality 
Rating and 

Improvement 
System (QRIS) 
Implementing 

Agency

Child Care Licensing 
Agency

Tennessee DOHS DOE DOE DOHS DOHS

Texas DOA DOE The Children’s Learning 
Institute

Texas Workforce 
Commission

Dep’t of Family & 
Protective Services

Utah DOE NA DOE Dep’t of Workforce 
Services/Office of 
Child Care

DOH, Bureau of Child 
Development

Vermont DOE DOC&F, DOE Agency of Human 
Services, DOC&F

Agency of Human 
Services, DOC&F

Agency of Human 
Services, DOC&F

Virgin Islands DOE NA NA DOHS DOHS

Virginia DOH DOE DOHS DOHS – Office of 
Early Childhood 
Development, VA 
Early Childhood 
Foundation

DOHS

Washington Office of 
Superintendent of PI

DO Early Learning DO Early Learning DO Early Learning DO Early Learning

West Virginia DOE DOE DOH & HS DOH & HS, Div. 
of ECE

DOH, Bureau for C&F

Wisconsin DOPI DOPI DOPI DOC&F DOC&F

Wyoming DOE NA DO Workforce Services DO Family 
Services, Early 
Childhood 
Division

DO Family Services, Early 
Childhood Division

National Farm to School Network 9farmtoschool.org

Photo Credits
Cover: Erin McKee - Institute for Agriculture and Trade 
Policy Farm to Child Care
Page 2: Taking Root Tennessee
Page 4: Taking Root Tennessee
Page 5: National Farm to School Network
Page 9: Fairview Head Start

http://www.tn.gov/humanserv/adfam/afs_index.html
http://www.tennessee.gov/education/topic/voluntary-pre-k
http://www.tennessee.gov/education/headstart
http://tnstarquality.org/
http://www.tennessee.gov/humanservices/topic/child-care-services
http://www.squaremeals.org
http://tea.texas.gov/Academics/Early_Childhood_Education/Pre_K_Eligibility_and_Attendance/
http://www.uth.tmc.edu/thssco
http://www.uth.tmc.edu/thssco
http://www.twc.state.tx.us/svcs/childcare/provcert.html
http://www.twc.state.tx.us/svcs/childcare/provcert.html
http://www.dfps.state.tx.us/Child_Care/About_Child_Care_Licensing/
http://www.dfps.state.tx.us/Child_Care/About_Child_Care_Licensing/
http://www.schools.utah.gov/cnp/
https://eclkc.ohs.acf.hhs.gov/hslc/states/collaboration/map/ut.html
https://eclkc.ohs.acf.hhs.gov/hslc/states/collaboration/map/ut.html
http://careaboutchildcare.utah.gov/
http://careaboutchildcare.utah.gov/
http://careaboutchildcare.utah.gov/
http://childcarelicensing.utah.gov
http://childcarelicensing.utah.gov
http://education.vermont.gov/student-support/nutrition
http://education.vermont.gov/student-support/early-education/prekindergarten
http://www.vermontheadstart.org/stateco.html
http://www.vermontheadstart.org/stateco.html
http://dcf.vermont.gov/cdd/stars/
http://dcf.vermont.gov/cdd/stars/
http://dcf.vermont.gov/cdd
http://dcf.vermont.gov/cdd
http://DOE
http://NA
http://NA
http://www.dhs.gov.vi/OCCRS/index.html
http://www.vdh.virginia.gov/child-and-adult-care-food-program/
http://www.doe.virginia.gov/instruction/early_childhood/index.shtml
http://www.dss.virginia.gov/family/cc/headstart.html
http://www.virginiaquality.com/
http://www.virginiaquality.com/
http://www.virginiaquality.com/
http://www.virginiaquality.com/
http://www.virginiaquality.com/
http://www.dss.virginia.gov/about/licensing.html
http://www.k12.wa.us/childnutrition/
http://www.k12.wa.us/childnutrition/
https://www.del.wa.gov/parents-family/eceap-and-head-start
http://www.del.wa.gov/partnerships/head-start/
http://del.wa.gov/care/qris/
http://www.del.wa.gov/laws/rules/licensing.aspx
http://wvde.state.wv.us/child-nutrition/
https://wvde.state.wv.us/oel/universal-prek.php
http://www.wvheadstart.org/
http://www.wvkidscount.org
http://www.wvkidscount.org
http://www.dhhr.wv.gov/bcf/Childcare/Pages/default.aspx
https://dpi.wi.gov/community-nutrition/cacfp
https://dpi.wi.gov/early-childhood
http://www.whsaonline.org/

http://dcf.wisconsin.gov/youngstar/

https://dcf.wisconsin.gov/cclicensing
https://edu.wyoming.gov/beyond-the-classroom/nutrition/
http://sites.google.com/a/wyo.gov/headstartstatecollaboration/

http://sites.google.com/a/wyo.gov/headstartstatecollaboration/
http://wyqualitycounts.org/
http://wyqualitycounts.org/
http://wyqualitycounts.org/
http://wyqualitycounts.org/
https://sites.google.com/a/wyo.gov/early-childcare-and-licensing/

https://sites.google.com/a/wyo.gov/early-childcare-and-licensing/


