
This section of the FEDERAL REGISTER
contains documents other than rules or
proposed rules that are applicable to the
public. Notices of hearings and investigations,
committee meetings, agency decisions and
rulings, delegations of authority, filing of
petitions and applications and agency
statements of organization and functions are
examples of documents appearing in this
section.

Notices Federal Register

46894 

Vol. 91, No. 142 

Monday, July 27, 2026 

DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE 

Animal and Plant Health Inspection 
Service 

[Docket No. APHIS–2025–0003] 

Notice of Availability of Pest Risk 
Analysis for the Interstate Movement 
of Fresh Turmeric Rhizomes for 
Consumption From Puerto Rico Into 
the Continental United States 

AGENCY: Animal and Plant Health 
Inspection Service, USDA. 
ACTION: Notice of availability. 

SUMMARY: We are advising the public 
that we have prepared a pest risk 
analysis that evaluates the risks 
associated with the interstate movement 
of fresh turmeric rhizomes (Curcuma 
longa L.) for consumption from Puerto 
Rico into the continental United States. 
Based on the analysis, we have 
determined that the application of one 
or more designated phytosanitary 
measures will be sufficient to mitigate 
the risks of introducing or disseminating 
plant pests or noxious weeds via the 
interstate movement of fresh turmeric 
rhizomes from Puerto Rico. We are 
making the pest risk analysis available 
to the public for review and comment. 
DATES: We will consider all comments 
that we receive on or before September 
25, 2026. 
ADDRESSES: You may submit comments 
by either of the following methods: 

• Federal eRulemaking Portal: Go to 
www.regulations.gov. Enter APHIS– 
2025–0003 in the Search field. Select 
the Documents tab, then select the 
Comment button in the list of 
documents. 

• Postal Mail/Commercial Delivery: 
Send your comment to Docket No. 
APHIS–2025–0003, Regulatory Analysis 
and Development, PPD, APHIS, 5601 
Sunnyside Ave., # AP760, Beltsville, 
MD 20705. 

Supporting documents and any 
comments we receive on this docket 

may be viewed at www.regulations.gov 
or in our reading room, which is located 
in room 1620 of the USDA South 
Building, 14th Street and Independence 
Avenue SW, Washington, DC. Normal 
reading room hours are 8 a.m. to 4:30 
p.m., Monday through Friday, except 
holidays. To be sure someone is there to 
help you, please call (202) 799–7039 
before coming. 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Dr. 
Derek A. Woller, Senior Regulatory 
Policy Specialist, Pest Exclusion and 
Import Permits, Import Regulations and 
Manuals, Regulatory Coordination and 
Compliance, PPQ, APHIS, 1400 
Independence SW, Washington, DC 
20250; (480) 490–6454; 
Derek.A.Woller@USDA.gov. 
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: 

Background 
Under the regulations in ‘‘Subpart A– 

Regulated Articles From Hawaii and the 
Territories’’ (7 CFR 318.13–1 through 
318.13–17, referred to below as the 
regulations), the Animal and Plant 
Health Inspection Service (APHIS) 
prohibits or restricts the movement in 
interstate commerce of any plant or 
plant product from Hawaii and the 
Territories to prevent plant pests or 
noxious weeds from being introduced 
into or disseminated within the United 
States. 

Section 318.13–4 contains a 
performance-based process for 
authorizing the interstate movement of 
certain fruits and vegetables from 
Hawaii and the Territories that, based 
on the findings of a pest risk analysis, 
can be safely moved interstate subject to 
one or more of the five designated 
phytosanitary measures listed in 
paragraph (b) of that section. 

APHIS received a request from the 
government of Puerto Rico to allow the 
interstate movement of fresh rhizomes 
of turmeric (Curcuma longa L.) 
(Zingiberaceae) for consumption from 
Puerto Rico into the continental United 
States. As part of our evaluation of the 
request, we have prepared a pest risk 
assessment to identify the pests of 
quarantine significance that could 
follow the pathway of the interstate 
movement of fresh rhizomes of turmeric 
into the continental United States from 
Puerto Rico. Based on the pest risk 
assessment, a risk management 
document (RMD) was prepared to 
identify phytosanitary measures that 

could be applied to the turmeric to 
mitigate the pest risk. 

Therefore, in accordance with 
§ 318.13–4(c), we are announcing the 
availability of our pest risk assessment 
and RMD for public review and 
comment. Those documents, as well as 
a description of the economic 
considerations associated with the 
interstate movement of fresh turmeric 
rhizomes from Puerto Rico, may be 
viewed on the Regulations.gov website 
or in our reading room (see ADDRESSES 
above for a link to Regulations.gov and 
information on the location and hours of 
the reading room). You may request 
paper copies of the pest risk assessment 
and RMD by calling or writing to the 
person listed under FOR FURTHER 
INFORMATION CONTACT. Please refer to the 
subject of the analysis you wish to 
review when requesting copies. 

After reviewing any comments we 
receive, we will announce our decision 
regarding the interstate movement status 
of fresh turmeric rhizomes from Puerto 
Rico in a subsequent notice. If the 
overall conclusions of our analysis and 
the Administrator’s determination of 
risk remain unchanged following our 
consideration of the comments, then we 
will authorize the interstate movement 
of fresh turmeric rhizomes for 
consumption from Puerto Rico into the 
continental United States subject to the 
requirements specified in the RMD. 

Authority: 7 U.S.C. 7701–7772 and 
7781–7786; 7 CFR 2.22, 2.80, and 371.3. 

Done in Washington, DC, this 20th day of 
July 2026. 
Kelly Moore, 
Administrator, Animal and Plant Health 
Inspection Service. 
[FR Doc. 2026–15092 Filed 7–24–26; 8:45 am] 

BILLING CODE 3410–34–P 

DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE 

Food and Nutrition Administration 

Child and Adult Care Food Program: 
National Average Payment Rates, Day 
Care Home Food Service Payment 
Rates, and Administrative 
Reimbursement Rates for Sponsoring 
Organizations of Day Care Homes for 
the Period July 1, 2026, Through June 
30, 2027 

AGENCY: Food and Nutrition 
Administration (FNA), Agriculture 
(USDA). 
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ACTION: Notice. 

SUMMARY: This notice announces the 
annual adjustments to the national 
average payment rates for meals and 
snacks served in child care centers, 
outside-school-hours care centers, at- 
risk afterschool care centers, and adult 
day care centers; the food service 
payment rates for meals and snacks 
served in day care homes; and the 
administrative reimbursement rates for 
sponsoring organizations of day care 
homes, to reflect changes in the 
Consumer Price Index. Further 
adjustments are made to these rates to 
reflect the higher costs of providing 
meals in Alaska, Guam, Hawaii, Puerto 
Rico, and Virgin Islands. The 
adjustments contained in this notice are 
made on an annual basis each July, as 
required by the laws and regulations 
governing the Child and Adult Care 
Food Program. 
DATES: These rates are in effect from 
July 1, 2026, through June 30, 2027. 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Penny Burke, Branch Chief, Program 
Monitoring and Operational Support 
Division, Child Nutrition Programs, 
FNA USDA, 1400 Independence 
Avenue SW, Washington, DC 20250, 
720–822–8597. 
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: 

Background 
Pursuant to sections 4, 11, and 17 of 

the Richard B. Russell National School 
Lunch Act (42 U.S.C. 1753, 1759a, and 
1766), section 4 of the Child Nutrition 
Act of 1966 (42 U.S.C. 1773) and 7 CFR 
226.4, 226.12, and 226.13 of the 
Program regulations, notice is hereby 
given of the new payment rates for 
institutions participating in the Child 
and Adult Care Food Program. As 
provided for under the law, all rates in 
the Child and Adult Care Food Program 
must be revised annually, on July 1, to 
reflect changes in the Consumer Price 
Index (CPI), published by the Bureau of 
Labor Statistics of the United States 
Department of Labor, for the most recent 
12-month period. These rates are in 
effect during the period of July 1, 2026, 
through June 30, 2027. 

Adjusted Payments 
The following national average 

payment factors and food service 
payment rates for meals and snacks are 
in effect from July 1, 2026, through June 
30, 2027. All amounts are expressed in 
dollars or fractions thereof. Due to a 
higher cost of living, the 
reimbursements for Alaska, Guam, 
Hawaii, Puerto Rico, and Virgin Islands 
are higher than those for all other States. 
The District of Columbia uses the 

figures specified for the contiguous 
States. These rates do not include the 
value of USDA Foods or cash-in-lieu of 
USDA Foods, which institutions receive 
as additional assistance for each lunch 
or supper served to participants under 
the Program. A notice announcing the 
value of USDA Foods and cash-in-lieu 
of USDA Foods is published separately 
in the Federal Register. 

Adjustments to the national average 
payment rates for all meals served under 
the Child and Adult Care Food Program 
are rounded down to the nearest whole 
cent. 

National Average Payment Rates for 
Centers 

The changes in the national average 
payment rates for centers reflect a 3.54 
percent increase during the 12-month 
period from May 2025 to May 2026 
(from 381.228 in May 2025, as 
previously published in the Federal 
Register, to 394.728 in May 2026) in the 
Food Away From Home series of the 
Consumer Price Index for All Urban 
Consumers. 

Payments for breakfasts served are: 
Contiguous States–paid rate–42 cents (2 
cent increase from the 2025–2026 rate), 
reduced price rate–2 dollar and 24 cents 
(8 cents increase), free rate–2 dollars 
and 54 cents (8 cents increase); Alaska– 
paid rate–64 cents (2 cents increase), 
reduced price rate–3 dollars and 79 
cents (14 cents increase), free rate–4 
dollars and 9 cents (14 cents increase); 
Guam, Hawaii, Puerto Rico, and Virgin 
Islands–paid rate–52 cents (1 cent 
increase), reduced price rate –2 dollars 
and 99 cents (11 cents increase), free 
rate–3 dollars and 29 cents (11 cents 
increase). 

Payments for lunch or supper served 
are: Contiguous States–paid rate–45 
cents (1 cents increase), reduced price 
rate–4 dollars and 36 cents (16 cents 
increase), free rate–4 dollars and 76 
cents (16 cents increase); Alaska–paid 
rate–74 cents (3 cents increase), reduced 
price rate–7 dollars and 32 cents (27 
cents increase), free rate–7 dollars and 
72 cents (27 cents increase); Guam, 
Hawaii, Puerto Rico, and Virgin 
Islands–paid rate–59 cents (2 cents 
increase), reduced price rate–5 dollars 
and 79 cents (21 cents increase), free 
rate–6 dollars and 19 cents (21 cents 
increase). 

Payments for snack served are: 
Contiguous States–paid rate–12 cents (1 
cent increase), reduced price rate–65 
cents (2 cents increase), free rate–1 
dollar and 30 cents (4 cents increase); 
Alaska–paid rate–19 cents (1 cents 
increase), reduced price rate–1 dollar 
and 6 cents (4 cent increase), free rate– 
2 dollars and 12 cents (8 cents increase); 

Guam, Hawaii, Puerto Rico, and Virgin 
Islands–paid rate–15 cents (no change), 
reduced price rate–85 cents (3 cents 
increase), free rate–1 dollar and 70 cents 
(6 cents increase). 

Food Service Payment Rates for Day 
Care Homes 

The changes in the food service 
payment rates for day care homes reflect 
a 2.74 percent increase during the 12- 
month period from May 2025 to May 
2026 (from 312.491 in May 2025, as 
previously published in the Federal 
Register, to 321.047 in May 2026) in the 
Food At Home series of the Consumer 
Price Index for All Urban Consumers. 

Payments for breakfast served are: 
Contiguous States–Tier I–1 dollar and 
74 cents (4 cent increase from the 2025– 
2026 rate) and Tier II–62 cents (1 cent 
increase); Alaska–Tier I–2 dollars and 
79 cents (7 cents increase) and Tier II– 
98 cents (3 cent increase); Guam, 
Hawaii, Puerto Rico, and Virgin 
Islands–Tier I–2 dollar and 25 cents (6 
cents increase) and Tier II–79 cents (2 
cent increase). 

Payments for lunch and supper served 
are: Contiguous States–Tier I–3 dollars 
and 31 cents (9 cents increase) and Tier 
II–1 dollar and 99 cents (5 cents 
increase); Alaska–Tier I–5 dollars and 
36 cents (14 cents increase) and Tier II– 
3 dollars and 23 cents (8 cents increase); 
Guam, Hawaii, Puerto Rico, and Virgin 
Islands–Tier I–4 dollars and 30 cents 
(12 cents increase) and Tier II–2 dollar 
and 59 cents (7 cents increase). 

Payments for snack served are: 
Contiguous States–Tier I–98 cents (2 
cent increase) and Tier II–27 cents (1 
cent increase); Alaska–Tier I–1 dollar 
and 59 cents (4 cents increase) and Tier 
II–44 cents (1 cent increase); Guam, 
Hawaii, Puerto Rico, and Virgin 
Islands–Tier I–1 dollar and 28 cents (4 
cents increase) and Tier II–35 cents (1 
cent increase). 

Administrative Reimbursement Rates 
for Sponsoring Organizations of Day 
Care Homes 

The changes in the administrative 
reimbursement rates for sponsoring 
organizations of day care homes reflect 
a 4.25 percent increase during the 12- 
month period, May 2025 to May 2026 
(from 321.465 in May 2025, as 
previously published in the Federal 
Register, to in 335.123 May 2026) in the 
series for All Items of the Consumer 
Price Index for All Urban Consumers. 

Monthly administrative payments to 
sponsors for each sponsored day care 
home are: Contiguous States–Initial 50 
homes–157 dollars (7 dollar increase 
from 2025–2026 annual level), next 150 
homes–119 dollars (4 dollar increase), 
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next 800 homes–93 dollars (4 dollar 
increase), each additional home–82 
dollars (3 dollar increase); Alaska– 
Initial 50 homes–254 dollars (10 dollar 
increase), next 150 homes–193 dollars 
(7 dollar increase), next 800 homes–151 
dollars (6 dollar increase), each 
additional home–133 dollars (5 dollar 

increase); Guam, Hawaii, Puerto Rico, 
and Virgin Islands–Initial 50 homes– 
204 dollars (9 dollar increase), next 150 
homes–155 dollars (6 dollar increase), 
next 800 homes–121 dollars (5 dollar 
increase), each additional home–107 
dollars (5 dollar increase). 

Payment Chart 

The following chart illustrates the 
national average payment factors and 
food service payment rates for meals 
and snacks in effect from July 1, 2026, 
through June 30, 2027. 
BILLING CODE 3410–30–P 

BILLING CODE 3410–30–C 

This action is not a rule as defined by 
the Regulatory Flexibility Act (5 U.S.C. 
601–612) and thus is exempt from the 
provisions of that Act. This notice has 
been determined to be exempt under 
Executive Order 12866. 

Child and Adult Care Food Program is 
listed in the Catalog of Federal Domestic 
Assistance under No. 10.558 and is 
subject to the provisions of Executive 
Order 12372, which requires 

intergovernmental consultation with 
State and local officials. (See 2 CFR 
415.3–415.6). 

This notice imposes no new reporting 
or recordkeeping provisions that are 
subject to OMB review in accordance 
with the Paperwork Reduction Act of 
1995 (44 U.S.C. 3501–3518). 

Authority: Sections 4(b)(2), 11a, 17(c), 
and 17(f)(3)(B) of the Richard B. Russell 
National School Lunch Act (42 U.S.C. 
1753(b)(2), 1759a, 1766(c), 

1766(f)(3)(B)), and section 4(b)(1)(B) of 
the Child Nutrition Act of 1966 (42 
U.S.C. 1773(b)(1)(B)). 

Shiela Corley, 
Acting Administrator, Food and Nutrition 
Administration, USDA. 
[FR Doc. 2026–15071 Filed 7–24–26; 8:45 am] 

BILLING CODE 3410–30–P 
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